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Marine Environmental Data and Information Network (MEDIN) Network of Data Archive Centres: 

Guidelines for funding requests to MEDIN Data Archive Centres v2017a

Introduction
A key objective of MEDIN is to establish an operational network of linked marine Data Archive Centres (DACs) to provide secure long-term storage for marine data. This network will provide the capability to upload and retrieve data. Data contributors should have free access to their data managed within the DAC framework.
The required capabilities of DACs within the MEDIN framework are: 
· To ensure the secure, long term, curation of key marine data sets, according to best practice and to relevant national and international standards.
· To make available clear, searchable information on their data holdings, by the generation and publication of metadata on the MEDIN portal.
· To form the first point of call of expertise for the management of marine data. 

MEDIN has allocated a limited amount of its sponsorship funds in 2017-18 to support small Data Archiving Projects (up to £15,000 for each project). Projects are invited under three themes:

1) Direct access to data. MEDIN would like to make it easier for users to get direct access to the datasets that they find on the MEDIN portal. Users of the portal are frustrated when they cannot get directly to data from a search. Currently ~2000 datasets (15%) listed on the MEDIN portal point directly to data, needing no further search or login to download the data from the field “Resource locator”. The ideal situation would be for users to be able to download data within ‘2 clicks’ from a MEDIN metadata record.  
2) Increased archiving of marine monitoring data. MEDIN has an ongoing commitment to ensure UK marine monitoring data is archived within its’ DACs.  
3) Increased access to industry marine environmental data. This follows on from the MEDIN Open meeting “The Industry Marine Data Revolution” (http://www.oceannet.org/library/downloadable_content/presentations.html). Projects should aim to build ongoing links with marine industries as part of the project.

These are all ongoing priorities for the MEDIN Sponsors. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A basic requirement for funding is that the project will start after early-January 2018 and will be finished by the end of March 2018. If the project is not finished by that date there is a risk the funding will no longer be available. A detailed timeline of proposed work should be provided in the proposal. A short report suitable for publishing on the MEDIN website will be required on completion of all projects funded through this call.

Funding proposals submitted to MEDIN will be evaluated according to a set of criteria provided as an annex to this note.

Overleaf we offer a short pro-forma for the proposal.




DAC Summary Information
	DAC Name
	Contact Information

	

	




Funding Request

	 
	 

	Activity to be Supported
	




	Description of activity for which funding support is needed

Deliverables
	

	Duration of Activity

Key Dates
	





	Additional costs incurred 
Staff time with rates
Travel Costs
Other Costs
	




	In-kind contribution to be offered
	




	Personnel Involved
	




	Names and Relevant Experience
	








Evaluation Criteria:
Score on the following 4 criteria
0 – Reject, 1- revision needed before resubmission, 2-acceptable with conditions, 3- acceptable as it stands, 4-outstanding

1. Relevance: Are the data involved of wider community interest? Will the project help to establish links / protocols with key data providers from the sector?

2. Is the work programme clear (with well defined deliverables and dates) and realistic (can it be achieved in time)?

3. Are appropriate resources allocated to the task (are the personnel suitably experienced, do they have access to necessary IT)?

4. Are the costs "reasonable"? (Is there an in kind contribution?)
	
	
	Score 
	Comments

	Relevance
	
	

	Well defined programme
	
	

	Appropriate Resources
	
	

	Cost
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