Provenance tracking in MEDIN DACs 
One of the tasks in the new MEDIN Business Plan (2019-24) is to develop a DAC-wide approach to provenance tracking, with a particular focus on better capture of originator information. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to determine if it is feasible for DACs to have a standard approach to provenance tracking, we need first of all to establish how the DACs are recording provenance information (activities, people, processes that affect a dataset) for datasets and products. The next step would be to look for commonalities of approach, and then look at how we might standardise it. Some may have full gold standard with full provenance tracking using controlled vocabularies, others may not be able to verify an organisation or have no linkage to other data sets.
While it is recognised that forward provenance tracking (i.e. the onward tracking of data through products) is useful for users, at the moment we are deliberately confining this to looking at backward provenance tracking (i.e. up to the point where it goes into a DAC).
A questionnaire was developed based on elements relating to provenance present in the MEDIN Discovery Metadata Standard. The questionnaire was designed to capture how the DACs populate these fields and was sent to the DACs in April 2020.
Preliminary results from questionnaire
The preliminary results from the questionnaire are presented here for consideration and discussion at the DAC WG meeting 11th June. The information is not fully complete as we are awaiting a response from RCAMHW, and HES was only able to provide partial information due to pressures of COVID-19 situation. 
This preliminary report focuses on the question ‘How do you populate this element’. There were additional questions to capture information on other vocabularies used, but those results have not been presented here and will be covered in the full report for this work at a later date.
The results have been presented as a series of graphs for each metadata element. The horizontal axis (L to R) covers the different options ranging from MEDIN controlled vocab, other vocab, automated free text, manual free text, other. Therefore seeing more results towards the left hand side is a good thing. 
A couple of additional comments came through relating to EDMO, the controlled vocabulary specified by the MEDIN Standard for organisation names: 
From Cefas: Cefas do not use EDMO as it forces choice between Weymouth and Lowestoft sites.  This is either incorrect or not relevant as data might be generated between sites or from another one of Cefas smaller sites.  We are just 'Cefas'.
From MSS: since large parts of the questionnaire centre on the ability to record and link organisations via EDMO.  The information held in EDMO is brilliant, but the ability to add persons or organisations dynamically overrides it’s important for our organisation since our metadata system is used more widely in Marine Scotland, and so will potentially include a wide range of originators from licensing, policy development, science etc. The last thing we would want, would be to tell metadata creators in the organisation that they will have to wait with completing their metadata because we need to request entries in EDMO first (it’s hard enough to get them to complete the metadata without throwing more obstacles in the road). If there was a way to flag EDMO entries instead, I’d be happy to try and script something that would check EDMO (once I learn some more SparQL) and identify organisations already in there.
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