Survey Information (Data Activity). 
This table gives further details of the survey so that the data can be readily reused in the future. It is likely that the information will be the same for all sample events (e.g. stations) and subsamples. Note that in the event that these are not common to all sample events then they should be specified for each one. 
M, C, O indicate which fields are mandatory, conditional or optional. 

	Heading
	M, C, O
	Description
	Recommended Term List or Format

	Survey name
	M
	Title of the survey or cruise identifier
	Free text; (e.g. Menai Straight Benthic Survey 2004, JR211)

	Survey description
	M
	Brief description of the purpose of the survey and other types of measurements that were made for the survey.
	Free Text

	Responsible organisation
	M
	Organisation who has funded the work
	Term List; European Directory of Marine Organisations (e.g. 28: Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science, Lowestoft Laboratory)

	Survey start date
	M
	The date and time that the survey started.
	Date or DateTime; yyyy-mm-dd or yyyy-mm-dd hh:mm:ss (e.g. 2009-01-24 12:33:00)

	Survey end date
	M
	The date and time that the survey ended.
	Date or DateTime; yyyy-mm-dd or yyyy-mm-dd hh:mm:ss (e.g. 2009-02-16 16:33:00)

	Spatial coordinate reference system
	M
	Describes the system of spatial referencing. I.e. the datum used to provide details of latitude and longitude. 
	Term List; http://www.epsg.org/Geodetic.html (e.g. WGS84 is EPSG::7030)

	Position fix method and source
	M
	Give the method and source of the position fix instrument.
	Free Text; (e.g. Differential GPS taken from the ships navigation equipment.

	Horizontal positional accuracy
	M
	How accurate the spatial positions are likely to be
	Number; units = meters (e.g. 15)

	Depth coordinate reference system
	C
	Give the reference to which the depth has been calculated e.g. Highest astronomical tide. Mandatory if seabed depths are given for each sample.
	Term List http://www.epsg.org/Geodetic.html (e.g. ODN is EPSG::5701)

	Vertical positional accuracy
	C
	How accurate the vertical resolution is. Must be provided if seabed depths are given.
	Number; units = meters (e.g. 0.5)

	Platform type
	O
	The platform type (e.g. Research Vessel) from which the sampling device was deployed.
	Term list SeadataNet Platform Classes (L061)  (e.g. 31)

	Ship name
	O
	The name of the ship from which the sampling device was deployed.
	Term list SHIPC at http://www.ices.dk/datacentre/reco/
(e.g. 74LG Lough Foyle)

	Cruise report reference
	O
	Cruise report reference if applicable.
	Free text; in reference format. 

e.g. Litt, E.J. 2009. PHiXT 4. 30 July to 2 August 2009 RV Prince Madog POL Coastal Observatory Liverpool Bay Cruise Report. POL Coastal Observatory, Liverpool.


Relationship between Survey Information as above and MEDIN discovery metadata

The MEDIN discovery metadata format is aimed at allowing the non-informed user to discover data sets and it is likely that one ‘discovery’ data set record will contain a large range of data types that are in turn covered by a range of data guidelines. To enable individuals to reuse data of a specific nature (e.g. benthic invertebrate data) then related information must be collected (e.g. data owner, reference systems used etc). Some of the information which is collected at the Survey Level in a data guideline is also required to create a discovery metadata record. Who creates the MEDIN discovery record for a dataset is case specific and dependant on the organisation, and the relationship it has with a Data Archive Centre. However it is intended that the information collected at the ‘Survey Information’ level is reused for creating a MEDIN discovery metadata record. 

