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Using and Providing Feedback on MEDIN Data Guidelines.
Competition Details and Project Specification

INTRODUCTION
MEDIN have derived and published data guidelines which set out the information that must be recorded when data of a certain type is being collected. Examples are given below although please go to http://www.oceannet.org/marine_data_standards/medin_data_guide.html to view the most recent list.

	Benthic invertebrate sediment sampling by grab or core (26may10)
Archiving digital images (26may10)
Offshore litter data by trawl, dredge or towed sledge (3june10)
Oceanographic vertical profile data (26may10)
Cetacean sighting and identification (3june10)
Fish and benthos by static pot, net or trap (3june10)
Shellfish stock assessment (3june10)
Fish and benthos by trawl or dredge (3june10) 


The principle benefits of these standards are to:

· Instill good practice amongst users

· Allow contracting organisations to specify a format that data should be returned in that   can be readily used and includes all relevant attributes

· Provide a consistent format for contractors to work to (rather than a different format for   each contract)

· Allow easy ingestion of data to Data Archiving Centres 

· Improve interoperability between organisations by providing a format which can be used to   import and export data
The Data Guidelines have already been reviewed, however MEDIN would now like organisations to test the practical application of these guidelines and provide feedback on their suitability so they can be improved if necessary. It is anticipated that the guidelines will be applied at different phases of new data collection: from the planning of field work through to reporting.
OUTLINE OF EXPECTATIONS

The funds will not be used to carry out new research or monitoring but will only be used to make assessment of the application of MEDIN data guidelines on research or monitoring that is already planned and funded. Tenders which involve the provision of data from existing sources will also be considered.
Specifically, each MEDIN Data Guideline should be downloaded from the MEDIN website and studied prior to any fieldwork to ensure that the required information is collected and that the structure and content is understood. Upon completion of the fieldwork the data should be stored in the format recommended in the Data Guideline or transformed from a local database into that format. Notes should be kept during the process to provide feedback on: 
· how easy it is to access and download the guidelines and templates

· how easy it is to understand the guideline structure

· if the content of the guidelines is suitable (are the correct fields being collected?, any fields missing?)

· how easy is it to store  or transform data into the required structure 
· any other issues or observations
Delivery date 1st February 2011 at the latest
REPORTING

The outcome of the contract will be a written report detailing: 

· the monitoring or research that the DataGuideline (s) was applied to
· details of the preparation carried out before the field work

· difficulties in using the guideline and applying it to real data collected
· proposed changes to the guideline for improvement both in the broad sense and specifics on each element

In addition an output of data in the format specified of the Data Guideline(s) must be provided. A short questionnaire may be requested to be completed.
FURTHER DETAILS
For an informal discussion about this project, please contact Mark Charlesworth on 0151 7954949 or mecha@bodc.ac.uk
To apply please complete the form below and return one electronic copy to mecha@bodc.ac.uk and one signed copy to:
Mark Charlesworth

BODC,

6 Brownlow Street,

Liverpool,

L3 5DA
The tenders will be assessed on work plan, track record and value for money

MEDIN favour a range of organisations to carry out the work. Tendors are welcome from individual organisations from which MEDIN will pick suitable candidates. Alternatively tendors from a consortium are also welcome.
The closing date for applications is 26th July

Tenders in the range of 2-4K per guideline are expected
Funding Request

	 
	 

	Organisation(s)
	

	Personnel 
	

	Describe Research, Monitoring or existing data holdings that the guidelines will be applied to

	

	Describe which guidelines will be applied
	

	Description of work and products
	

	Duration of Activity

Key Dates

	

	Costs 

Staff time with rates

Travel Costs

Other Costs

Total Cost


	

	Any In-kind contribution

	

	Describe relevant experience 
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