Considerations for a UK view on the WoRMs database.
Introduction

A single authoritative taxon list is fundamental to the exchange of biological data. The last time the UK had such a resource for benthic species was in 1990s and since then this register has gradually moved in different directions by various data holders and has not been kept up to date. The World Register of Marine Species (WoRMs) is a global initiative to create a authorities marine taxonomic list and has already been agreed by the MEDIN Standards WG as the list that UK organisations should use.  JNCC, DASSH and UNICO MARINE and MEDIN have been holding monthly telephone conferences to progress movement of some applications towards being able to export all data in a WoRMs compliant taxonomic list which will then increase interoperability between some of the main data holders (UNICORN, Marin Recorder, DASSH, BODC). As part of this WoRMs have offered to provide a ‘UK’ view of species in the WoRMs which would show only species that are tagged as being ‘UK’. Below are some of the considerations currently being discussed by the group about if we should go a head with a UK view on WoRMs and how updates, new species etc would be managed. The MEDIN Standards WG are requested to comment on this progress and potential for a UK view on WoRMs.
Questions

Need to be clear what ‘UK’ waters and species are – provide map on homepage

Who can tag an existing species in WoRMs as being UK? – Could either limit to the main applications (NHM, MR, UNICOMARINE,DASSH/MARLIN, BODC, NMBAQC) or open it up for all; If it was opened up to all then it would ensure the community get involved but could lead to misinformation.
How do we tag a species as being UK using the front end? Registered users can log-in and search for the species in WoRMS, and you click on a button (add to my context)  ‘truly very simple’.
Who can add a new species to WoRMs including if it is UK or not? There are taxonomic editors for WoRMs so any new species is QC’d – therefore we could open it up to the whole community or channel it through the main applications: NHM, MR, UNICOMARINE,DASSH/MARLIN, BODC, NMBAQC,  to keep it simpler to manage. If it was kept to the applications does the community have links to one or more of the applications?

How can a full UK species list be extracted easily? Exporting your UK species list, can be done via the search page. Once logged on registered users have several extra options, and all the search results can be exported in excel, csv, txt. 

Develop a template for adding new UK species to WoRMs. Easily done. ITIS use http://www.itis.gov/pdf/submit_guidlines.pdf  - we could derive a simplified version of this.
What about distributional data? (This will probably be important from a user perspective). Not sure how this works in WoRMS - could the Marlin distributional data be incorporated? Could we accumulate more distributional data from the applications? Should we just leave this to Marlin?
Continued maintenance of the UK group? We would probably have to formalise our teleconferences and possibly invite other applications to join us and meet or teleconference every 3-6 months. MEDIN would probably be expected to provide secretariat support to the group. Would NGOs be able to participate if no funding is available? 
How would this species list work with other applications? If a new species was to be added to WoRMs then an individual would contact WoRMs directly using the UK template to be derived  - further details on how to add a new species could be provided on the UK front end webpage. It would be expected that the main applications would ensure that every new relevant taxa within their own application is mapped to a Aphia ID so that if exporting data it is possible to export the taxa as Aphia IDs.
JNCC to discuss how the UK species list would operate with NHM and NBN. 
Any individual who wanted a UK species list for their own needs would access it from one of the registered users. It may be preferable to have some sort of disclaimer/licence conditions for this?
Are we focusing just on benthic species too much?

