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Progress on the implementation of the Database on Oceanography and Marine Ecosystems (DOME) - December, 2006

Presented by ICES
This document invites EUC to note the progress made by ICES in implementing DOME including the following highlights: (i) RECO quality enhancements; (ii) restructuring for optimization; (iii) introduction of biological community data facilities; (iv) resources for data migration; and (v) Steering Group expansion.
RECO quality enhancements

1.
Since May, DOME development has focused on RECO, ICES’ REference COde utility. Through work in the SeaDataNet project (SDN), it became apparent that change management of reference codes is a quality requirement. RECO has thus been upgraded for use with DOME. Enhancements include full audit trail facilities, versioning of codelists, definition fields, etc. to allow for code list documentation and reconstruction for any point in time, error tracing, etc.

2.
A number of features specific for ship code governance were also implemented in RECO. These were required by SDN and the IOC for governance of ship codes. Although these were not within the scope of the DOME project, they were implemented immediately to ensure future accommodation of hydrochemical data in DOME. (Ship codes are required for unique identification of hydrochemical data.).
3.
RECO development is partially funded by SDN and therefore did not draw on DOME’s overall resources. However, due to capacity limitations in the Data Centre, it was necessary to re-assign the main DOME technical resource to RECO development, causing a delay in direct DOME development.
DOME User Requirement Specification (URS)
4.
DOME User Requirement Specification (URS) is expected to be signed off at the DOME Steering Group meeting, held in conjunction with OSPAR-MON, on 1 December.
5.
Based on the experiences of MUMM (Management Unit of the North Sea Mathematical Unit, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences), DOME’s strict normalization has been loosened slightly in order to optimize performance.

Introduction of biological community data facilities

6.
In conjunction with our introduction of free formats for biological community data and considering the growing focus on this data (e.g., by HELCOM-MONAS and OSPAR-EUC), biological community data will be introduced already in Phase 1 – rather than Phase 2 as originally planned. This can result in a slight delay in introduction of hydrochemistry data. Introduction of contaminants, diseases and biological effects of contaminants in biota, sediment and seawater will not be affected. Most importantly, this has no implication on overall data accessibility since hydrochemistry data remains directly downloadable from legacy databases.
7.
The URS has been revised to include the table structures necessary to accommodate biological community data.
Data migration project

8.
Data Migration Project financed. At ICES Council Meeting, October 25-27, a 2-year position for 2007-2008 was approved for migration of legacy data to DOME. Through this position, time lost due to RECO development will be regained.
Steering Group

9.
OSPAR-EUC has requested Patrick Roose to represent their interests as well as those of OSPAR-MON.

10.
HELCOM-MONAS was invited to join the DOME steering group, and has requested the HELCOM Secretariat to represent them.
Action requested

11.
EUC is invited to note the above information in reviewing the further progress made by ICES on the implementation of DOME.
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