Platform code: Change log and sign-off

	Version
	Date
	Status
	Description
	Proposer
	Platform Group acceptance

	1.0
	17/04/2009
	DRAFT PROPOSAL
	Attributes and code assignment specification - DRAFT
	ICES
	

	1.0
	06/05/2009
	AMENDMENT
	<previous_name> will appear in <notes> attribute in a consistent way (but not as a stand-alone attribute)
	BODC
	

	1.0
	08/05/2009
	AMENDMENT
	<title> attribute renamed to <name_prefix> to avoid compatibility issues with html reserved words
	US-NODC
	

	1.0
	11/05/2009
	FINAL DRAFT
	Attributes and code assignment specification – FINAL DRAFT sent to platform group for acceptance
	ICES/BODC/US-NODC
	


1. ‘Previous’ attributes (call sign, pennant, code, name)

These attributes will be removed as fields and the information will move to the NOTES attribute field. New code assignment will now be triggered by a name change therefore the issues raised by BODC and BSH should be accounted for. Codes for the same vessel will be linked relationally and it will be possible to track a vessel that has many name changes through this. "Previous" information may be used in the notes when clarification is needed.
2. Length of Hull

The attribute is accepted with the following name and definition, previous lengths if known will be recorded in the notes attribute:

Name: Current Length Definition: Length of the hull measured in metres
3. New code assignment 

Proposed guideline
A change in any of the following attributes could create a new code assignment and a multiple hull designation:
- Call sign
- Country
- Name (excluding typos and spelling errors)
A change in any of the following attributes could create a new code assignment:
- IMO number
- Notes
- Year of Build
4. Governance and Country attribute

The attribute “Country” will remain unchanged and no further governance attributes will be defined at this point as there is a lack of information and resources to adequately capture the governance information.
Accepted definitions of attributes (May 2009) are therefore as below:

	Attribute
	Definition
	Notes

	Call sign
	International Radio call sign where available. Otherwise, national call sign
	

	Code
	The unique code assigned to the platform
	4 characters at present

	Commissioned date
	Date the hull commenced operations under that name and country combination
	Effectively, the earliest collection date possible for data assigned to that ship code. 

	Country
	The country where the platform/vessel is registered
	IOC country list OR From ISO Country - (ISO_3166-1 + ISO_3166-3 List).

	Current Length
	Length of the Hull Measured in Metres
	

	Decommissioned date
	Date the hull ceased operations under that name and country combination
	Latest collection date possible for data assigned to that ship code

	IMO 
	Three letters "IMO" followed by unique seven-digit number assigned to propelled, sea-going merchant ships of at least 100 GT (see notes for exceptions) by the Lloyd's Register Fairplay when constructed
	This number is assigned to the total portion of the hull enclosing the machinery space and is the determining factor should additional sections be added. The IMO number is never reassigned to another vessel and is shown on the ship’s certificates.  Exceptions: 
• Vessels solely engaged in fishing 
• Ships without mechanical means of propulsion 
• Pleasure yachts 
• Ships engaged on special service (e.g. lightships, SAR vessels) 
• Hopper barges 
• Hydrofoils, air cushion vehicles 
• Floating docks and structures classified in a similar manner 
• Ships of war and troopships 
• Wooden ships
Source: http://www.imo.org/Facilitation/mainframe.asp?topic_id=388

	Name
	The name of the hull excluding titles such as R/V. 
	For military vessels, the name can sometimes be the pennant number. Registration papers and name on hull can be used to verify the name.

	Notes
	Additional notes not covered under existing attributes, which help identify and track the vessel
	For example, Institute which borrows the vessel, time-frame where data or CSRs exist., or name of port etc.

	Pennant
	Number painted on the hull - mostly for naval vessels 
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennant_number

	Platform class
	Type of platform used (Parent class)
	BODC/SeaDatanet L06 list

	Previous call sign
	Former call sign for same hull
	Handled by linking in database, not required?

	Previous code
	Former platform code for same hull
	Handled by linking in database, not required?

	Previous name
	Previous name of the hull
	

	Previous pennant
	Previous pennant of the hull
	Handled by linking in database, not required?

	Name prefix
	Prefix of vessel name, a combination of letters, usually abbreviations, used in front of the name of a civilian or naval ship.
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_prefix

	Year of Build
	The year construction of the vessel was completed
	


