



Dear Vice Admiral Baratos,
I represent the SeaDataNet and IOC MarineXML Steering group (SeaVoX), a group that has been established to provide international content governance over the vocabularies used to populate keywords in oceanographic metadata.  One frequently used keyword is ‘sea area’, and the standard we have adopted for this is the 1953 version of the IHO S-23 standard.

As you are no doubt aware, there are many limitations in this version of the standard, which significantly compromise our metadata such as the absence of keywords to tag Antarctic data other than ‘South Atlantic Ocean’, ‘South Pacific Ocean’ and so on.  I am aware of a draft 2002 revision of S-23 that would address many of these issues and provide a sound foundation for an ontologically-based gazetteer for marine metadata.  We are currently implementing version 1 of the SeaDataNet system, which will include a legacy metadata upgrade generating a pressing need for improved keyword vocabularies, including sea areas. 

I am also aware of the difficulties you have with the publication of an updated version of S-23.  However, it would be most helpful to the international oceanographic data management community if you could find a way to publish most but not all of the revisions proposed.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Roy Lowry,

IOC MarineXML Steering Group chair.    

